
In-class Writing for February 15: 

 

  Whenever a movie inspired by a book hits the theatres, most people familiar with the story will 

tell you something along the lines of: “You should really read the book(s) first.” The main reason for this 

is because of the concern that people will lose interest in reading a story once they have already learned 

the outcome (as well as a concern of not appreciating the author’s work). Another aspect would be that 

when a person watches a film without knowledge of the book, he or she is forming a first impression 

that may not allign with the author’s true intentions; discrediting the work and only considering the 

purpose of the director/producer(s). The transition of literature to cinema is often criticized, but when 

viewed as successful, heavily praised. The discrepancy comes from the firm belief in imagination and the 

inevitable incapability to account for countless perspectives on a written piece into a single hour-and-a-

half film. 

  However, sometimes books and movies go hand-in-hand. For example, the “non-fiction novel” 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote–based on the true events of the killings of a Kansan family–eventually 

produced a movie titled Capote. Although the movie emphasized the progression and completion of the 

book itself, it also portrayed much of the story from perspectives different than ones evident in the 

book. Obvious differences between the book and film were the changes in a couple names of characters 

(perhaps by request), and background information on Capote himself (added to paint a better picture of 

who Capote was). The relationship between Capote and the killers, specifically Perry Smith, seemed to 

be translated from an outsider’s viewpoint because the book was mainly Perry’s perspective, while the 

movie narrowed in on Capote’s intentions and reactions. Although it might be best for chronological 

purposes to read the book before watching the movie, both are very important in understanding all 

factors of the true account. 


