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 Today, I was unfortunately feeling under the weather and ran late to class. When I 

walked in at 10:05, I instantly realized a group was giving the first GLD presentation, which 

focused on the first part of In Cold Blood. Their presentation was very thorough and engaging, 

which stimulated discussion between classmates. The various perspectives and ideas shared by 

others helped shape my perception of the story thus far. Also, after going over the prompt for our 

first essay, I am feeling more confident about what is expected of me throughout this course.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

February 1, 2012 

  Today I did not attend class due to being ill, even though I hate missing out/being behind. 

It would have been nice to hear what people had to say about the second part of In Cold Blood. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

February 6, 2012 

 Today the GLD presentation started with a game of jeopardy, which was a great way to 

get the class engaged. Even though I found some spelling and grammatical errors in a couple of 

the questions, the group focused on key elements of the story. Afterward, they addressed the 3rd 

part of the book, which included character analysis, plot analysis, and predictions for the 4th and 

final segment. Out of the many thought-provoking questions asked, my favorite was one 

involving a connection between the character Perry and the author. I had already inferred 

through a reading-between-the-lines type of method that Capote’s focus on Perry’s persona was 

his outlet of his underlying beliefs/characteristics.  

 After the presentation, we each traded our first draft essays with one another to peer-edit 

and make mild critiques/suggestions. Once this task was complete, we each read aloud our first 

draft thesis and an edited one. I only had one to read since I hadn’t come up with an improved 

version yet, but the only advice I received was to shorten my sentence; to make it more concise. 



I’m looking forward to producing this essay because the prompt is open for interpretation. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

February 8, 2012 

 Today was the last GLD presentation for In Cold Blood and like Professor Walker said: it 

brought forth lots of meaningful, in-depth discussion. Even though there were periods of silence, 

the questions we did dissect really engaged the class. As usual, it was interesting to listen to 

other ideas and perspectives classmates had of the book—especially when the idea of accepting 

different outlooks is currently very crucial to our material (i.e. our essay revolving around 

perspective). When there is a disagreement on something, everyone is pretty good about 

respecting each other’s opinions. My favorite question was probably the one asking which 

character we felt the most pity for because it really had us stop and think about why we felt that 

way.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

February 15, 2012 

 Today was my GLD presentation on Breakfast at Tiffany’s with Isabel Rosales. 

Originally, we were also supposed to work with another classmate, but she was unable to work 

with us. Anyway, Isabel and I have shared a class before where we actually had to present 

together, so working with her on this discussion was enjoyable and thought-provoking. 

Unfortunately, during our hour presentation, I did not really feel that the majority of the students 

were very engaged because they may or may not have been caught up with the reading due. For 

the ones who did participate often, I felt that the variety of perspectives and opinions flourished. 

In addition, it was rewarding to be asked ‘what did you guys think about this?’ from people 

because it also gave us a chance to share our views. But I have to admit, I was a little 

disappointed when nobody wanted to come up to the board and use my dry-erase markers for a 

game. I think we did an excellent job and hope we receive full-credit for our work.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

February 20, 2012  

Holiday 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Feb 22, 2012 

Today I watched Breakfast at Tiffany’s with a classmate then blogged about my opinion 

of the film. Instead of rephrasing the entire entry, I will copy and paste my thoughts: 

 

  



“Before watching this movie, I had a pretty good idea that it would have a few changes from the 

original Breakfast at Tiffany’s. I was pretty disappointed though, when I realized how vastly 

different it was from the book. Not only were certain characters eliminated from the plot (Joe 

Bell and Madame), but key elements were either completely left out or radically changed. First 

and foremost, the fact that Holly traveled to South America and Africa was never mentioned, the 

extra female character who appeared to be some kind of lover of “Varjak’s” (“Fred”) was 

unnecessary, and the relationship between Holly and “Fred” did not match Capote’s description. 

But what made me most aggravated was the party scene at Holly’s when a bird was shown 

sitting in a birdcage. That really went against Holly’s beliefs, and I was confused as to why the 

directors/producers would deliberately contradict her character. In fact, I cannot recall one scene 

in the movie that followed the original scene. It seems like Hollywood just wanted to make this 

book into a love story, regardless of the real plot, and I’m honestly confused how Capote could 

allow such distortion of his work. 

 However, I will say a few positive things about this movie. Despite my criticism, I did 

enjoy it (as a separate story from the book). I found Audrey Hepburn to be very likeable, as well 

as the Fred character. And the cat did an excellent job, especially when you consider how many 

takes it probably took for it to latch onto the window during the party scene.” 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

February 27, 2012  

  Today is my mom’s birthday. Today was also the GLD for the intro of Revolt of the 

Cockroach People. As far as the presentation goes, I thought the presenters did an excellent job 

of introducing the book and asking thought-provoking questions. Many other students shared the 

same perspective(s) as me on the narration and plot development.  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

February 29, 2012 

Today is leap year day. Today was also my second and final GLD presentation for the 

conclusion of Revolt of the Cockroach People. After how easygoing my first presentation was 

(even though one of our members had to drop out), I had no real concerns for this presentation. 

However, it was apparent that not everyone was caught up with the reading, which I expected. I 

think my partners and I did an excellent job of capturing our audience with stimulating material, 

regardless of their lack of input.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

March 5, 2012 

No Class 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



March 7, 2012 

Instead of class or a hybrid day, we had a workshop in the library today. The librarian 

informed us on the available databases and how to use them for our upcoming essays. I 

volunteered my topic and ideas and she provided me with a great academic article about music 

and culture of the 60’s which parallels with my focus because I am writing about music 

generated during the Vietnam War era. She seemed to be a little puzzled about the prompt, so we 

decided that communication with the professor would be necessary before crafting full drafts. 

Overall, I found the information helpful and useful and will probably be using the material as a 

credible source in my essay.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 12, 2012 

Today a group presented on Chicano Poetics. It has been so long since I read the material, 

so I did not remember too much and did not contribute to the discussion as much as I could have. 

It seemed that the people who shared their thoughts the most were students who could relate 

better to the author. I enjoyed hearing their opinions and insight. The presenters did a good job 

and were prepared with the material for references and direct quotes.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 14, 2012  

Absent.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 19, 2012 

Today the GLD was for The Wizard of Oz, a classic. I have known the movie all my life, 

but reading the book and hearing the thoughts of my classmates really made the story come to 

life. I thought the presenters did a great job and brought up some valid points (e.g. the color of 

the slippers). I found it humorous when one of the presenters said she had read the whole book, 

meaning the original story as well as all the background information because I almost did the 

same thing. Luckily, I only read the author’s notes when I was curious or confused, as opposed 

to taking on the entirety of the text.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

March 21, 2012 

Today was a hybrid day that consisted of watching Wizard of Oz and blogging about our 

view of the film in comparison to the story. Having watched this film dozens of times, nothing 

was new to me but I did view it from a different angle after not watching it for years. I will copy 

and paste my blog here:  



 

Although I have been very familiar with the movie “Wizard of Oz” since childhood, I did not 

know about the book, and discovered several differences in the translation. But before I even get 

into that, I would like to point out that re-watching a movie after many years always presents a 

change in my perspective. As a child, I am not sure I necessarily grasped what the neighbor 

intended to do with Toto (i.e. have him killed). I knew, of course, she was an antagonist and 

disliked by Dorothy and family/friends, but I understand now why Dorothy decided to run away 

upon Toto’s escape and re-entrance into her room; I would probably have done the same if 

anyone tried to have my best friend killed. Because I was involved in theatre and performed the 

play several times, I was not surprised to discover that I not only knew all the words to the songs, 

but could quote the classic lines (e.g. “I’ll get you, my pretty. And your little dog, too!” or “Toto, 

I have a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore…”). 

What I found interesting this time around, after reading the book, is the significance of 

the change from black-and-white to Technicolor. I had figured that it was to accentuate the 

dream world of Dorothy (as well as introducing color to theatres), but in the story, the author 

really emphasizes the solemn, dull tone of Aunt Em and Uncle Henry’s characters and the town 

she lives in. In the film, there are also the additional characters of the farmers, the evil neighbor, 

and the seemingly homeless man/fortune-teller that each reappear in the Land of Oz as their true 

personas: the Tinman, Scarecrow, Lion, Wicked Witch of the West, and the Wizard of Oz. A 

major difference from the book is the idea that the Land of Oz is only a dream Dorothy has when 

she is knocked unconscious during the twister. A lesser difference is the loss/change of certain 

mystical creatures/animals. I can understand why in the book everything is ‘real,’ while the film 

makes Oz out to be fantasy, because the book is fictional and meant for children, whereas 

Hollywood capitalized on producing the book as a highly musical story. And I use ‘capitalized’ 

in the best respects, because I will always consider “The Wizard of Oz” (the movie) to be a 

timeless classic. I enjoyed re-watching the talented Judy Garland and cast. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

SPRING BREAK 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

April 2, 2012 

Today was the GLD for the intro to Wicked. Being familiar with the play, I was amused 

to see people compare the two already. After having so many discussions on all of our material, 

it seems as though people are just going through the motions for these presentations, which can 

be viewed as both good and bad. Good because we have grown comfortable and confident, bad 

because there is almost a lack of innovation and stimulation. However, as usual, the group did a 

good job bringing about discussion from the class.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 



April 4, 2012 

  Today was another presentation on Wicked. As we dive farther into the plot, I find it 

more intriguing to hear people’s thoughts on the book. For instance, the age-old question of the 

symbolism behind Elphaba’s color seems to be a favorite topic of discussion. I still think about 

the Wizard of Oz, who made the witch green, and how the author of Wicked had to obviously 

keep that in sync with the storyline.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

April 9, 2012 

 

  Today was another hybrid day. This time we had the task of crafting our cover letters for 

our Introduction. I went to the library with a cup of coffee and typed out a relatively good first 

draft in a pretty short amount of time. It was the first time in a long time that words seemed to 

flow from my mind onto my laptop, which was very refreshing. I posted my semi-polished draft 

onto my own word-press blog for others to read. I look forward to writing the other cover letters. 

I really hope I get an A in this course!   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

April 11, 2012 

 

  Today I came to class late because I had to register for my classes and it took longer than 

expected, but I e-mailed Professor Walker in advance to get her permission on the matter. When 

I did arrive to class, we peer-edited our Introduction cover letters. I traded with a friend and 

found his critiques to be helpful. I plan on altering my letter and re-posting it tonight on my blog. 

I am very happy to say that I received all the classes I wanted, unlike last semester!  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

April 16, 2012 

  Today was another hybrid day and our assignment was a follow-up on writing our other 

cover letters. Although I did not complete all 3 (process, rhetoric, and ethics), I am content with 

my progress on what I have written. For my process draft, I have written a solid 2 paragraphs 

with evidence to back up my points. I was surprised to find how easily I could write about the 

process of this course. With only a month left, time is really flying by!  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

April 18, 2012 

 Today was almost like a hybrid day because we worked on our laptops—which is rare to 

do during class-time—but also included interaction with Professor Walker about questions and 

problems regarding our e-portfolios. We spent the first 30 minutes of class drafting our ‘Craft’ 

cover letters, then after a brief class discussion, switched gears to work on journals. At first, I 



struggled to get ideas down for the cover letter, but after I put in my earphones and played some 

music, my words started flowing. Today reminded me of the writing assignment we had that 

asked us to explain our preferred writing conditions and how important it is to be able to write on 

command without a cup of coffee or view of open space (both included in my preferences).  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

April 23, 2012 

 Today was our last class. A girl—whose name I forget—gave a very good presentation 

on the end of Wicked, by herself. I’m not sure why she had to do it alone, but she asked very 

good questions and gave a lot of her own insight, regardless of the quiet atmosphere of 

classmates. I tried to participate as much as I could because I didn’t want her grade to be 

jeopardized because of their lack of discussion. I really enjoyed this course, and feel a bit 

saddened that we will no longer be meeting to discuss and share ideas.   


